Recommendations of the final report on sustainable construction

	Issue
	Recommendation

	Whole life costs
	Review work already undertaken and published and carry out further studies and R&D actions establishing guidelines that will lead to LCA and LCC becoming normal standard procedures aiming for convergence in methods and metric at the European level. Assessment of environmental impacts over the lifetime of built facilities as well as estimates of life cycle costs should be made available to clients before construction works begin. Consideration should be given to making such assessments mandatory for public works valued above a given threshold. This would facilitate benchmarking alternative development solutions.

	Sustainable procurement 
	Clients, especially public clients, must take the lead in promoting sustainability in construction and the built environment.

	
	Sustainability impacts and their mitigation should, be addressed as far as possible in the planning and design (or even as part of the granting of planning permission) prior to commencing tendering procedures.

	
	Carry out a study to assess the advantages and disadvantages of awarding construction contracts on the basis of "concessions" and "facilities management" in order to determine procedures that produce built facilities with reduced environmental impacts. This could be done on the basis of a benchmarking exercise.

	Sustainability performance indicators
	That a set of shared indicators be agreed for the construction sector and that the results of CRISP be considered and adopted for use throughout the EU. These indicators will need to be reconciled with the "urban sustainability indicators" (Towards a local sustainability profile-European Common Indicators, EC DG Environment ISBN 92-828-9493-2, 2000) issued by DG Environment in November 2000 which municipalities are expected to adopt on a voluntary basis and use them as the basis for environmental reporting.

	
	Develop a system of life cycle costs performance indicators in order to facilitate comparisons of performance on a European basis and use these indicators to benchmark construction sustainability across Europe.

	National plans and European programmes
	All member states and accession countries should be encouraged to draw up and publish plans and programmes for "sustainable construction".

	
	The European Commission should draw up and issue guidelines – based perhaps on the work undertaken in PRESCO - explaining in general terms what these national plans and programmes should contain. Furthermore, the Commission should establish a website where all the documents can be easily found.

	Software tools
	ECCREDI (through E-CORE) and PRESCO should be asked to review the various software tools available and advise industry on any shortcomings or improvements that could be made. If feasible this should include a market survey in order to determine which software tools are the most useful and appreciated by users. 

	Education and awareness raising
	Employers and professional bodies should phase out recognition of training and educational courses which do not take adequate account of the topic of "sustainable construction" in all member states and accession countries.

	
	The actors in the industry should raise the awareness of the general public, especially clients, in their daily activities. This could be promoted through the increased use of environmental labelling of products and buildings including energy and environmental quality labelling. 

	
	The European Commission, through a dedicated website, should disseminate national plans and programmes and other related and relevant material.

	
	One or other European body (perhaps ECCREDI) should organise annual competitions for "flagship sustainable construction projects" in the member states and the accession countries. A jury would adjudicate the proposals submitted and a distinguished European personality would present the awards at an annual event in Brussels.

	
	Consideration could also be given to setting up a "European Best Practice Programme" for sustainable construction, which would act as a learning network and coordinator of national best practices. It should include a scheme for "European Awards".

	
	The actors in the industry should raise the awareness of the general public, especially clients, in their daily activities.

	Research and Development
	That ECCREDI through its responsibility in managing E-CORE, should act as a focal point for European RTD actions in the field of Sustainable Construction. The results of these thematic networks should be further developed and used in order to carry forward the agenda for sustainable construction as described in this report. 

	
	E-CORE should develop further actions, policies and strategies aimed at promoting more sustainable construction including giving consideration to requesting the European Standards defining performance criteria which could be used as an alternative to prescriptive requirements in public procurement. 
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