Linking climate and development 
Many areas of EU policy have implications that are directly relevant to climate change. Since the EU has assumed a leadership role in the international negotiations under the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol, it is crucial that climate aspects enter into other areas of EU Foreign Policy, such as that of development co-operation.

Developing countries have contributed little to the historic build-up of greenhouse gases through human activity, although their present day emissions are overtaking those of industrialized countries. These same countries are projected to be most hard hit by the expected impacts of climate change, such as droughts and floods. Human life’s, settlements, food production and drinking water supplies will be at risk. To prevent or at least alleviate the suffering caused by climate change (usually summarized as adaptation), which will increase the already dire conditions of especially the poorest people on this planet, must become an integral aspect of climate policy. 

In order to prevent catastrophic changes in the Earth's climate in the long-run, global greenhouse gas emissions need to be reduced significantly over the coming decades (see also our webpage on Future Action on Climate Change / Post-2012 architecture). Achieving this goal will be impossible if every citizen on this planet would be causing the same pollution levels as US Americans or Europeans are doing today. It is of crucial importance that cleaner processes and technologies are employed to allow prosperity at lower carbon emission levels. Moreover, many measures that could be taken to limit climate emissions would also bring other more direct benefits, such as better health through cleaner air and water and reduced reliance on fossil fuel imports.

The challenge for future climate change policy is, therefore, to align the goals of poverty eradication and economic progress with a low climate emission pathway in a truly sustainable development.



EU Action Plan on climate change and development 
The European Union had acknowledged the significance of its relationship with developing countries for climate change for years, before the Commission finally published a communication entitled Climate change in the context of development co-operation in March 2003 

. This document contained a long list of useful actions to improve the status quo in many areas, which was extracted into an Action Plan

, that was adopted by EU Ministers in Autumn 2004 . NGOs from North and South and government officials from non-EU countries had been consulted in advance so that their opinions might be integrated into the plan. CAN-Europe helped facilitate the input of environmental groups 

into this process.

The Action Plan categorises its proposed activities along four strategic objectives:
I. raising the policy profile of climate change
II. support for adaptation
III. support for mitigation ad low-greenhouse gas development paths
IV. Capacity development

These four categories contain nearly a hundred separate activities alongside the actors and a vague time-line (in most cases: continuous), but no financial commitments attached. This was one of the fundamental criticism that NGOs communicated to the Commission and Member States, since implementation will crucially depend on the resources to back the Plan. For more details please refer to the full text of the AP 


It is now in 2005 high-time that EU Member States let actions follow the years of agreeing on text and start implementing the Action Plan. CAN-Europe and other NGOs will monitor their progress.
For more details please contact our policy officer Matthias Duwe.
 

NGO documents

December 2005

European Commission consultation on the Thematic Programme on Environment and Natural Resources in EC External Relations. Joint submission from Environmental Organisations - CAN-E et. al. 

June 2005

Joint NGO Statement: The Review of the EC's Development Policy Statement - Ensuring Environmental Sustainability
 - CAN-E et. al. 
July 2004 
Joint NGO written submission on the draft EU Action Plan [image: image6.png]



 

Developments

· G8 Ministers discuss climate change in Africa 

· Danish Climate and Development Action Programme launched 

· Commission launches "MDG package 
 

EU policy documents

November 2004 - Council conclusion - final version of the EU Action Plan [image: image7.png]



COM(2003)85 - Commission communication "Climate change in the context of development co-operation" [image: image8.png]
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Reform of EU Development Policy
Since the year 2004 EU Development Cooperation has seen major reform efforts. The Commission and Member States are engaged in rephrasing the political objectives and reorganising the funding, including the way in which money will be spent via the respective financial instruments.

While the necessity for change was widely acknowledged to make EU development co-operation more flexible, there are concerns about the direction some of the reforms are headed, against a global agenda increasingly dominated by security and economic growth as priorities rather than poverty eradication and sustainable development. Similarly, the reform provides opportunities and threats to the integration of environmental aspects into the development agenda.

CAN-Europe is cooperating with development groups such as Concord and Eurostep as well as like-minded environmental organisations (WWF, Fern, IUCN, CI, Birdlife) to preserve and enhance the sustainable development focus of EU development cooperation on all levels of the reform. The NGO documents and policy proposals below provide an overview of the processes currently underway and the positions NGOs have taken so far. 
For more details, please contact our policy officer, Matthias Duwe.
 

NGO documents

February 2005 - NGO letter to Members of the European Parliament on the Development Committee regarding the report on financial instruments [image: image9.png]




December 2004 - Joint NGO briefing to Members of the European Parliament on the financial instruments [image: image10.png]




November 2004 - Joint NGO letter to EU Development Ministers regarding the financial instruments for the Financial Perspectives 2007-13 [image: image11.png]




October 2004 - Eurostep Briefing on the proposed Development Co-operation and Economic Co-operation Instrument [image: image12.png]



 

EU policy documents and links

Policy Statement:
EU issues paper on the Policy Statement [image: image13.png]



EU online consultation on the Policy Statement - ended 18 March 2005 

Proposed new financial instruments:
COM(2004)627 - Pre-Accession Instrument (PAI) [image: image14.png]



COM(2004)628 - European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) [image: image15.png]



COM(2004)629 - Development Co-operation and Economic Co-operation Instrument (DCECI) [image: image16.png]



COM(2004)630 - Instrument for Stability [image: image17.png]



PRELEX: official progress on the DCECI
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Millenium Development Goals (MDGs)
The Millenium Development Goals (or MDGs) were agreed by representatives from UN member countries at the UN General Assembly in New York in 2000. They contain eight goals and 18 targets, from halving the number of people suffering from hunger by 2015 to reversing the spreading of HIV/Aids. The year 2005 marks the first third of the timeline in which the MDGs are meant to be achieved and from September 14-16 2005 a General Assembly of the UN will discuss the progress to date.

On April 13 the European Commission launched three new communications, dubbed the - "MDG package".

CAN members are engaged in highlighting the sustainable development objectives of the MDGs in line with the demands by Development NGOs.

Related links 

The European Commission's package on the Millennium Development Goals 
UN MDGs website
UN Millenium project
UN NGO liaison service - MDG pages 
UNDP MDG pages
Danish Climate and Development Action Programme
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