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Session EUROPAN 1 (1989-1990) 
	Theme: Changing lifestyles and the architecture of housing



How do we live in Europe today? From one country to another what are the common evolutions and where are the disparities? 
In what way do changes in traditional family structure, the woman's role in society today, the new types of living / working relationships, the growing emphasis placed on the individual and on the individual's comfort, as well as the increasing number of new technologies,... affect the nature of our home today and its interior ? 
The theme: "Evolving lifestyles and housing architectures", invited to rethink the nature of tomorrow's European home.
Session EUROPAN 2 (1990-1991) 
	Theme: Living in the city, Re-interpretation of urban sites



The purpose of Europan 2 is to spur thinking about the possibilities of urban re-composition beginning with new strategies in which habitat plays a major or event predominant role. 
The idea is to develop or re-develop a siteby re-assessing it within the overall evolution of the area of the city and integrating the new requirements which have arisen as result of the multiplicity of life styles and how these have changed. The aim is also to devise those processes of implementation which are best suited to the urban realities of today.
Space is available in many places and could be used for the building of city schemes which better integrate habitat. 
This entails using city: wasteland, land no longer equired for its original use, derelict and abandonned areas – all sensitive sites which could play a decisive role in city development. 
Such are the sites proposed to the contestants by developers involved in Europan 2. 

Housing and Ways of Life
Changes in population and social behaviours, the development of mass consumption, and variations in relationships within society, are all the expression of transformation in ways of living. It is important to grasp the permanent features of such alterations, to identify and measure them, and to assess their impact on forms of housing and its environment.
For while changes in people’s behaviours and requirements have a bearing on the inside living space, they also imply a shift in the relationships between housing and its immediate surroundings and the wider city, its urban shapes and the other activities located there (trade, work, leisure, culture, etc.). 
Such adaptation emmerges as all the more necessary since – in a context of increasing uniformity of the inside living space observed over the last decades – the urban location of housing, the outside connections with its surroundings, and the services provided to it become a decisive criterion conditioning both the use of housing and its quality.
Moreover the spread of communication techniques and ever increasing traffics are sprawning a mutation in the relationships between housing and other urban activities, and housing and other districts of the city. What links should there be between housing and other spaces devoted to work, recreation, and culture? What functional and symbolic relationships should housing have with public spaces and communication networks?

Urban Shapes and Dynamics.

The current revival of urban development which is bound up with economic and technological changes coincides with a transformation of urban shapes. At one and the same time the growth of transports and communications is producing both concentrations and fragmentations of built-up areas. Nowadays cities can no longer be thought of as something finite or unchanging. 
Broken up and subdivised, cities grew around traffic arteries and networks. Given this historical context, what importance should be ascribed to traditional urban forms and old central locations? What shape and what status can be given to urban re-composition today?

Public Image
The opening of Europe and economic changes are such that cities are competing with each other, a process upon which the momentum of their development depends. 
Cities have to be able to portray themselves as saleable and consumable products. In their striving for a better position in the contest, they seek to attract and keep the most modern and dynamic activities, such as sophisticated services, hi-tec industry, and research; furthermore, they want to draw the management, engineers, and technicians deemed necessary to the performance of such activities. 
Therefore, a town needs to build itself a public image and acquire urban structures designed to meet these needs. Hence, the dynamic of the city appears today to have concentrated on the expression of economic and urban concepts. Technological parks, hi-Tec ports, trade complexes, congress centers, large-scale cultural facilities, sports ad recreation amenities are seen as prime movers of urban transformations and their dynamics. 
By dint of their economic role, and their contribution to a public image, their presence and the activities they accommodate have repercussions which – beyond their immediate impact on the environment - completely modify the functional, sociological, aesthetic and urban structure of a district, a town, or even a region. Very often however, facilities such as these little room for housing and urbanity. And yet, housing still goes to make up most of the urban landscape. It is still of fundamental importance, and where there is urban housing greater attention to the quality of the environment and to generation of urban life is now needed.
Whether this involves major intra-urban re-organization or simply limiting the impact of all sorts of local nuisances related to urban activities, the scale and form of changes made to the urban environment include an ecological dimension which must not be overlooked. What qualitative role can housing plan when it comes to urban re-composition? What impact does it have in the processes which transform the city? Is housing but one of the factors which goes to make quality urban living, or is it an essential link in the development of cities?

Temporal Overlap.

As with urban property, social structures and modes of production of the past have endured and still constitute a sizeable part of the urban social and economic fabric. The city is the place where different societies inter-mingle, where diverse economic systems co-exist, and where the old is interspersed with the new. Not only does the city have to adjust to the demands of daily living, it must also gear itself to developments in the medium term while making room for the permanent structures of the more distant future. The city must therefore be thought of in terms of generations.
Are the new patterns of development which focus on economic factors, concentrated around certain activities, and directed at a few socio-economic groups suited to future trends and reversals in the growth pattern? Can the urban forms they generate integrate permanent social and economic features? How important are they and what role should they play in comparison to the traditional city? How can an urban re-composition scheme which includes a housing element meet these requirements? What should be our attitude to this as it is “natural” tendency towards the social and functional segregation of different urban districts (which leads to the over-development of some areas while others are left to go to ruin)? Should we try and counter this when altering the city or rather should we accept it and devise new links and communications between the various urban fragments?
Multifunctionality
The very essence of the city is the existence of multivariate activities. In the atomised city of today however, muntifuntionality is taking on new forms. Ranging from the blending of activities in the traditional urban fabric to the strict zoning of contemporary urban design, the co-existence of functions in space can take on many different forms. Which functions should be brought together and which kept separate? Should we re-interpret, continue, or abandon the traditional blend of elements in the urban fabric? Should it be extended or limited to a few urban locations? Would we attempt to contrive new types of mix or on the contrary accept the trend towards the specialisation of various parts of the city and consider links and communication as being pan-urban?
This functional issue of the scale and the quality of multifunctionality must go hand in hand with consideration of the impact the solutions put forward might have. Can across-the-board principles and solutions still be framed, or should answers begeared to each locality – or even each site – depending on its characteristics and the wishes of the local population?

Operational Strategies
As urban growth recovers, modes of urban management and programmes are changing. Typical of the current town planning is the quest for effective models and appropriate scales of the intervention. 
This has led some countries to decentralise while others are concentrating those organisations and authorities in charge of planning and development. Generally speaking, the approach of town planners is less all-encompassing and assertive than it was in the past. What urban project could unite often conflicting forces to help to transform the city? How can the knock-on effect of a single operation be hardnessed ? What other building processes are needed to buttress this effect so that it can include other operations in its wake, thereby driving a broader re-composition movement?
Heightened public awareness of the quality of the environment means that the local citizens must be heeded when it comes to defining that quality. Can democratic approaches and building processes be devises enabling local inhabitants’ views to be expressed and their wishes to be met? If so, what part would be played by technical people and what would their relationship with the local population be?
The scope of these questions, as much about building processes as about urban patterns and the inside living space, means that there are answers on several scales which must be clearly put and integrated into the project entered in the competition.

Session EUROPAN 3 
January 1992- June 1994 (2 years and half) 
	Theme: At home in the city, Urbanizing residential areas



The theme of the third session of Europan is at the intersection of that proposed for the first competition, which studied the interior of the home as a function of the evolution of lifestyles; and that of the second, the reevaluation of the place of habitation on urban sites under conversion. EUROPAN 3 poses the following questions. 
In what way should existing residential districts be developed to make them compatible with changes in lifestyles - affecting the home, work and leisure - and the aspirations of the inhabitants of European towns to live in a multi-faceted citizenship? How can one today, rethink the relationship between the town's public and private spaces? What is the status of transition spaces in light of the evolution of the relationship between intimacy and urbanity? 
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In a large number of European towns and conurbations, districts where people live are suffering from spatial, functional and social uniformity. Management of space and standardised production methods have led to ruptures which accentuate the polarisations between the public space and the private space. These do not facilitate the diversity of lifestyles and living, and are hardly propitious to the reorganisation of spare-time activities and to the multiple and communal appropriations of a town's spaces.

The use of communications technology and the fragmentation of urban spaces modify the notion of spatial distance and proximity; social relationships are no longer drawn exclusively from life in the immediate proximity, or the domestic circle, they have enlarged to the scale of the town. Many urban facets are brought into play. It is a case of making possible a variation of sociability’s and cultures, favouring the establishment in space of innovative practices, treating the mixity of uses, the home/work relationship, and the ways and means of creating employment locally. It is also a question of fighting against nuisances and the feeling of insecurity, of favouring the quality of life by taking account of ecological values.
The home environment, this forsaken space, must be re-occupied by the town's decision-makers to become the theme of a European architectural reflection which places itself in the context of present social and economic transformation. It concerns the questioning of the architectural categories: interior/exterior and private/public, in the face of urban discontinuities. What are the interfaces between one's living space and the public space? How can one insert mobile spaces into the town, such as the motor car? How can one organise and lay out housing, and design proximity without creating an indiscriminate mix? How can one take into account the demands of communal services and individual appropriation of exterior spaces? What is the place of urban art?

Session EUROPAN 4 
July 1994 – December 1996 (2 years and half) 
	Theme: Constructing the town upon the town, transformation of contemporary urban sites 



Europan 4 has chosen the outskirts of European towns as its field of investigation. As we witness the end of the dependence of peripheral areas upon town centres, and their emancipation to form constellation-towns, the subject for discussion is the multiple developments of these new urban territories, jig-saw towns combining infrastructure networks, micro-centralities, hybrid spaces, autonomous fragments and abandoned spaces. 
Europan 4 is asking young European architects to design these projects that will be integrated into existing contemporary spaces in the town, places that already have an identity, but which are undergoing social transformation. These spaces can be considered as so many strategic intersections where new urban dynamics will be inserted:
- refurbishment and restructuring of that which already exists, but also the articulation of new extensions,
- densification of certain spaces, but also development of nature as a new public space,
- creation of new commercial and cultural centralities, but also the conception of an urban habitat.
Onto this metropolitan backdrop, whose diversity will be expressed through the 60 sites proposed to the competition in the various participating European countries, Europan 4 is calling upon young European architects to express them on the evolution of architectural design. 

· How can planners be more aware of urban use and better incorporate into their programmes the new sociabilities which are emerging in the town?
· How, within the analysis of the context can the evolution of contemporary spaces and landscape be taken into account, even when they have no value as architectural patrimony?
· How can new buildings be constructed, starting from, and laid upon the traces of the old?
· How can the project-object be linked with the project-process, incorporating the mobility’s, the technologies, and the programmatical instability that are proper to the modern town?

The theme of Europan 4 can be summed up in a global question: how are the contemporary spaces of European towns to be built upon the traces of the modern, but dispersed town that is inherited from the 20th century?

Europan 4 is proposing to young architects four working themes: 

To position
Since the end of the 19th century and industrialisation, the traditional town has exploded, scattering multiple fragments onto its outskirts. To position oneself, is first of all to face the contemporary town without preconceptions, in order to better understand recent evolutions.
To transform
To transform is to finally effect changes of use and introduce innovation by preparing the town for the needs of the future, taking into account the differential rhythms of constructions and public space, by incorporating the project into logic of social enrichment. 
To inherit
To inherit is to define an attitude in relation to that which exists, founded on an awareness of the locality’s geographic data, its lines of force, land division, its landscape elements, as well as an evaluation of existing constructions, taking into account minor architecture and its capacity to evolve. 
To bind
To bind, is to create conditions, by the project, of a process of transformation of what exists, transform the value of heritage into a project tool by finding a conservation-construction-demolition urban logic. It’s also to inset the traces of development into those of the past and to integrate a time scale.

Session EUROPAN 5 
January 1997 – June 2000 (2 years and half) 
	Theme: New housing landscape, Travel and proximity



Europan 5 has chosen as its field of investigation the forsaken urban spaces in european towns and their crossing with the networks of transport. The extensive development of European towns over the past fifty years has brought with it the consumption of vast tracts of land on their outskirts in order to establish new zones and accompanying infrastructures. 
These outskirts grew up on the basis of lines of movement and constructed fragments. In between, were formed, either inappropriate or barely appropriated spaces. Simultaneously, the town left fallow, urban land whose original function had become obsolete. This gave rise to a town in negative whose urbanisation was composed of forsaken and derelict gaps. 

At a time when unifying visions of the town have reached a crisis point, the question arises as to how to re-appropriate these interstitial spaces in order to turn them into residential areas. How can one invent new forms of urban landscape? And, if the search is no longer for mastery of the global village, how, then, can these residual, disparate contemporary localities be transformed into as many chances for urban enhancement? How can urban, residential, landscaped and architectural entities be created as new parts in the puzzle of the town's existing structures, in the modern metropolis' torn and discontinuous fabric?

On the basis of these issues, Europan 5 is proposing young European architects several themes, formulated as questions leveled at architectural design and urban policies. These themes can intersect and call upon responses in the form of ideas projects. Based on actual situations, selected in a large number of European towns, these projects must be set in very different urban cultures that are nevertheless traversed by the same sets of questions.

Nature and housing
Nature and buildings are mixed and suburban housing estates are developed. Can the tentacular model of the suburb be avoided? Can urban densification, collective spaces, nature and the desire for residents to have a strongly individualized home be conciled.
Travel and urban accessibility
In a town of disparate functions, and multiple journeys, the question of accessibility of residential areas becomes central. According to what logic and what spatial treatment can these networks favour urban links instead of being factors in spatial incision? 
New urban logic led by networks
This encounter between infrastructures and neglected zones in the urban schema offers an exploratory terrain in terms of urban and architectural design that EUROPAN 5 wants to investigate. How can one link the abstract space of mobility and the physical and sensitive space of residential areas? How can one induce new modes of formalisation to the town? 
New forms for housing.
How design the physical space of neighbourhood, of encounter, of meetings that are proper to urban areas? What does living in the town mean today? Is it to own a detached house in a suburban housing estate? Is it to have more individual living space? Is it to live in blocks of flats but close to urban services? Is it to live in contact with nature? Or is it to find at one's front door, animated collective spaces?

Intensification of uses
What types of programme can generate urban life, in or around housing districts? Must a network of functional cores be developed? Must microcentralities made up of a mosaic of multiple programmes be planned? Or must contextual opportunities be managed in all their socio-economic diversity? 
The project, a tool to manage complexity
Must the ability of the design to integrate the urban complexity can be experimented? The multiplicity of those involved, the mix of private and public protagonists, programming instability and the mutation of uses, all affect the urbano-architectural spaces which must be conceived as a constantly mobile process with constant toing and froing between the overall idea, a multitude of formalisations and phased implementations. How can one invent a project that is sufficiently strong that its logic can unfold over a long time, while incorporating the constant negotiation between urban form, programming, and architectural definition?
Θέμα Europan 5 Νέα αστικά τοπία - Μετακινήσεις και Γειτνίαση
 
Το θέμα του 5ου, κατά σειρά, αρχιτεκτονικού διαγωνισμού EUROPAN αφορά σε εγκαταλειμμένες και ανεκμετάλλευτες αστικές περιοχές των Ευρωπαϊκών πόλεων και τη σχέση τους με τα δίκτυα μεταφορών και μετακίνησης. Εξελίσσεται στην προβληματική της κρίσης της ίδιας της έννοιας της συνοχής και της συλλεκτικότητας του αστικού ιστού, μέσα από ερωτήματα - διλήμματα σχέση με την επανάκτηση αυτών των περιοχών και την ένταξή τους στις λειτουργίες των πόλεων. 

· Με ποιο τρόπο θα αναδειχθούν ΝΕΟΙ ΤΥΠΟΙ ΑΣΤΙΚΩΝ ΤΟΠΙΩΝ και με ποιο τρόπο είναι δυνατό να μεταμορφωθούν τέτοιες εγκαταλειμμένες περιοχές σε χώρους που θα συντείνουν στην συνολική αναβάθμιση των πόλεων; 
· Με ποιο τρόπο είναι δυνατό να δημιουργηθούν οικιστικά σύνολα, τοπία και αρχιτεκτονική που θα αποτελέσουν τμήμα - μέρος του συνόλου, στις μητροπόλεις του σήμερα που παρουσιάζουν συχνά δυσλειτουργίες, τομές και έλλειψη συνοχής; 

Στα πλαίσια αυτά το EUROPAN 5 προτείνει στους νέους ευρωπαίους αρχιτέκτονες περισσότερα από ένα θέματα που εκφράζονται μέσα από ερωτήματα που αφορούν αφενός στην αρχιτεκτονική σύλληψη και επίλυση και στην πολιτική του αστικού χώρου. 

Φύση και Κατοικία
 
Η φύση και το κτιστό περιβάλλον δεν συνυπάρχουν αρμονικά στις σύγχρονες πόλεις. Η παρουσία του φυσικού στοιχείου είναι ανεπαρκής. Το ερώτημα που τίθεται είναι εάν το ζήτημα αυτό είναι μη αναστρέψιμο, καθώς και με ποιο τρόπο είναι δυνατό να παρέμβουμε σήμερα χωρίς να επαναλάβουμε το μοντέλο που επικρατεί αυτό της «τεχνητής» παρουσίας της φύσης στην περιφέρεια των μεγαλουπόλεων. Παράλληλα τίθεται το ερώτημα αν μπορούμε να συσχετίσουμε την ανάγκη για αστική συνοχή και πύκνωση με τους ελεύθερους συλλογικούς χώρους, τη φύση και την επιθυμία των κατοίκων για κατοικίες όλο και πιο ανεξάρτητες και ατομικές. 

Πόλη 
 
Τα ερωτήματα αφορούν στον τρόπο με τον οποίο μπορούμε να συσχετίσουμε τον χώρο όπου αναπτύσσεται η κινητικότητα μέσα στην πόλη με τον φυσικό χώρο και ιδιαίτερα με τον ευαίσθητο χώρο των περιοχών κατοικίας, καθώς και στην ενσωμάτωση νέων τρόπων λειτουργίας. 

Νέοι τρόποι Κατοίκησης
 
Παρουσιάζει ιδιαίτερο ενδιαφέρον για τους διαγωνιζόμενους να απαντήσουν σχετικά με τον τρόπο παρέμβασης σε χώρους που γειτνιάζουν με δίκτυα μεταφοράς ώστε να δώσουν λύσεις σε θέματα που ευνοούν την άμεση προσπέλαση αναδεικνύοντας στοιχεία συνάντησης ανάμεσα στις περιοχές κατοικίας μέσω των υφιστάμενων και νέων δημόσιων χώρων. Βεβαίως η διατύπωση ιδεών σχετικά με τρόπους κατοίκησης παραμένει καθοριστικό ζήτημα, καθώς πολλά ερωτήματα, σχετικά με τη σημασία του «κατοικώ σήμερα την πόλη», παραμένουν ανοικτά, όπως : 

· η κατοίκηση σε μονοκατοικία σ' ένα προάστιο, 
· η ανάγκη περισσότερου κατοικήσιμου χώρου, 
· η κατοίκηση σε πολυκατοικία κοντά σε κεντρικές λειτουργίες , 
· η ζωή σε άμεση επαφή με τη φύση, 
· η δυνατότητα να βρίσκουμε, δύο βήματα από την κατοικία μας, ευχάριστους ζωντανούς δημόσιους χώρους. 

 
Εντατικοποίηση των Χρήσεων 
 
Σημαντικό ζήτημα είναι να δοθούν ιδέες σχετικά με τον τύπο των προγραμμάτων που είναι κατάλληλοι ώστε να διαχειριστούμε συλλογικές χρήσεις και δραστηριότητες, αλλά και την αστική ζωή γύρω από τις συνοικίες και από τις περιοχές κατοικίας. Το ερώτημα εδώ βρίσκεται στο αν πρέπει να διαμορφώσουμε ένα λειτουργικό δίκτυο πόλων έλξης (να σκεφτούμε δηλαδή ένα είδος μωσαϊκού από προγράμματα) ή μήπως προέχει να διαχειριστούμε τις σύνθετες συνθήκες του περιβάλλοντος χώρου με τις ιδιαίτερες κοινωνικές και οικονομικές παραμέτρους που προσφέρουν. 

 
Διαχείρηση της πολυπλοκότητας
 
Να δοκιμάσουμε την ικανότητα και τη δυναμική μιας πρότασης στο να ενσωματώσει όλες τις παραμέτρους της υφιστάμενης αστικής πολυπλοκότητας και να τη διαχειριστούμε σημαίνει: συνύπαρξη εμπλεκομένων φορέων, συνεργασία ιδιωτικού και δημόσιου τομέα, ξεκάθαροι στόχοι και συγκεκριμένο πρόγραμμα, συνύπαρξη χρήσεων που επηρεάζουν τον χώρο σαν μια ενιαία διαδικασία σε εξέλιξη, συνεχή δράση-ανάδραση ανάμεσα στις συνολικές ιδέες και στην σημειακή μορφοποίηση και στην σταδιακή υλοποίηση. Τα ερωτήματα βρίσκονται στον τρόπο με τον οποίο μπορούμε να ανακαλύψουμε εκείνη την πρόταση που θα είναι αρκετά δυναμική ώστε να αντέχει στο χρόνο εισάγοντας παράλληλα την έννοια μιας συνεχούς διαδικασίας διαπραγματεύσεων ανάμεσα στη μορφή του αστικού χώρου, στον προγραμματισμό και στον ορισμό της ίδιας της αρχιτεκτονικής σύλληψης.

Session EUROPAN 6 
July 2000 - December 2002 (2 years and half)
	Theme: In between cities, architectural dynamics and new urbanity



European towns are themselves made up of several towns. For the most part they have a stable urban centre with a heritage value, born of urban development that went on through to the middle of the 20th century. They also have modern areas, the fruit of 1960s to 1980s zoning, forming juxtaposed urban fragments, or scattered in the middle of networks – estates of large blocks of flats, clusters of individual houses, business/industrial zones, new towns, etc.
Included in this patchwork are older urban areas whose origins go back to the 18th, 19th, and first half of the 20th centuries, when the centre extended outside the “city limits”. Inner suburbs, industrial districts, urbanised villages, de-militarised, and other zones, these fringes are structured around a network of routes that are a combination of old rural roads and new road networks (access routes in the town, the road patterns created by estates of houses or several blocks of flats). Today they have become interstitial fragments between centres and modern towns.
On the original structuring network, the constructed elements have developed gradually in line with needs, giving birth to a multiplicity of spaces that are a mix of high-rise urban flats, rows of housing giving onto the street, individual houses, industrial premises, and warehousing, contemporary transport routes. 

EUROPAN 6 proposes to explore these areas in order to reveal their latent identities and dynamise their development.

WHY? POTENTIALS FOR NEW WAYS OF LIFE AND FORMS OF URBANITY.


Abandoned by modern planning of the extended town – except as places to pass through or use as service zones, these long-time socially and physically marginalised areas have, today, become strategic pieces in the formation of the contemporary jigsaw town; this is thanks to their location, and to their urban heritage, whose qualities await revelation and enhancement. By putting new functional features on offer, these areas can create the conditions for new forms of urban living. These will be born out of the crossbreeding of existing urban values supported by the strength of their social and cultural collective memory, and new forms corresponding to the evolution of urban ways of life. 

This mutation is the consequence of new social and spatial dynamics which seek to profit from the advantages of locality and context of these territories situated between towns.
· lifestyle dynamic with a demand for diversification of forms peri-central of housing adapted to different populations (young households, students, the elderly), and certain integrated services such as local shops or shopping centres;
· cultural dynamic linked to free time and the greater importance of urban leisure with a demand for access to specific amenities (cinemas, theatres, cafés, concert halls, etc.) in addition to social and sporting amenities;
· touristic dynamic if territories have a history that enables them to be included in an urban cultural circuit that can generate spaces of interactive memory
· employment dynamic linked to new technologies with the creation of small hi-tech businesses, or quality craft businesses, seeking a certain centrality or possibilities for working from home
· urban network dynamic, based on transport hubs linking: train/tramway, car/bus, car-parks/tramway, etc.

These dynamics provide the opportunity to generate, in different combinations according to context, composite programmes that blend housing, work, leisure, and transport.
In terms of urban management, local authorities, often elected representatives of communes adjoining the town centre, planning departments and regional or local architectural departments have started work on the urban transformation of these pieces of town, with policies with varying levels of dynamism. Private developers are increasingly interested in these areas, in order to respond to demand from a new “clientele”. 
In terms of urban management, these situations therefore offer a field of investigation for implementation processes and innovative design approaches which bring together town and private investors, public and private logics. 

HOW? ENHANCEMENT OF EXISTING QUALITIES AND ARCHITECTURAL MODERNISATION
By structuring their road systems and through spatial "hybridity", these intermediary systems offer not only an existing outline and living memory of an ordinary urban history, but also have the development potential of a contemporary town ripe for improvement, based on a modernisation of spaces, to create a complex, intense, pluralist, modern, and coherent town.
This can be done as follows:
In terms of networks by:
· restructuring the routes and existing road systems as a function of morphologies and means of contemporary mobility;
· opening up a multiplicity of complementary means of mobility: private car, public transport (bus, tramway) and bicycle.

In terms of constructed elements by: 
· taking into account the parceling of land and partial land consolidation as a function of coherent planning logic;
· densification of lightly built-up areas – interiors of blocks, vacant plots, zones that interface with the modern networks;
· with new constructions to replace the old – warehousing without value, dilapidated buildings, etc.;
· rehabilitation of buildings with heritage value, or worthy of converting to a new use;
· restructuring of urban groupings of buildings that are heterogeneous objects;
· integration of ecological requirements into the architecture.

In terms of public space, and environmental quality by:
· enhancement of existing public spaces (streets, places, parks, squares, nature reserves);
· insertion of new public spaces interl-inked, both with those that exist, and with the new morphological structure;
· treatment of transition spaces between constructed spaces and public spaces;
· landscaping;
· resource management.

Given the image downgrading these peripheral areas of the town have suffered, which means they are often in a dilapidated state and not considered worthy in heritage terms, compared with the town centre and functional areas, there is a strong demand for an enhancement of their identity by architectural modernisation through morphological restructuring, typological diversification, a quality of architectural image, and innovations in terms of public space. This demand gives EUROPAN a strategic role to play in this new "urban market".

FOUR CATEGORIES OF SITE
In terms of urbano-architectural scale, this theme enables the definition of large scale (maximum 10 hectares) urban situations for consideration, in association with operational sites of between 1 and 3 hectares, in one or several parts.

The sites – all chosen in these interstitial urban situations should fall into one of four categories:
· disused land: sites whose functions have become obsolete, allowing for new development opportunities;
· the interrupted town: areas in old or modern suburbs, unfinished plots, post-war chunks of social housing containing a heterogeneous range of constructions that calls for restructuring;
· absorbed villages: previously rural structures that have become caught up with by the town, and from which dense but low rise residential areas can be conceived;
· peri-central urban hubs: sites that have been downgraded over time through lack of networks, but which can be redynamised by introducing up-to-date transport infrastructure (roads–car-parks– tramways or bus, train–bus, etc.) enabling links between forms of transport and enabling the creation of micro-urban polarities.

Session EUROPAN 7 
January 2003 - April 2004 (27 months)
	Theme: Sub-urban challenge, urban intensity and housing diversity



All towns are faced with the phenomenon of urban sprawl, splitting, and fragmentation. The increasing use of the car, the development of out-of-town shopping centres, the increase in the number of leisure complexes, and the extension of business/industrial parks, seem to be leading inexorably to a "dispersed town" urban model. There is, visibly, a new will to act in these contemporary areas, in order to reorganise them by reviving the traditional planning ethos of European towns, and by associating this with the challenges of urban sustainability. 

The means to fulfil this need for the progressive transformation of the contemporary town are provided by the existence of land development opportunities and the appearance of a desire for spatial innovation that has been generated by the evolution of lifestyles. Individual autonomy is increasing , as is the diversity of social interactions within the same family, professional mobility, and the speed of communications; all of which lead to a more spread out town.
On the other hand, there is a strong demand for a neighbourhood social life which needs to be rebuilt on new foundations. Architects responsible for transforming the dispersed town must ask themselves how they can give it a new set of values. François Ascher highlighted this issue as follows: they must "help individuals both to increase their privacy, and yet to be able to meet easily, to have access to housing whose functions are rich and diversified… Designers must be able to respond simultaneously to an increased demand for both stability and mobility: this notion can be expressed in terms of an anchorage rather than in terms of putting down roots. An anchor provides stability until you raise it to move on elsewhere." 

EUROPAN 7 proposes to tackle this issue at the point of the interface between the urban planning level and the architectural level. 

How can the dispersed town be transformed to a sustainable town with its foundations in the new social and cultural demands that are currently emerging? How can the creation of new residential districts, with innovative typologies and complex programme briefs, be fashioned into a strategic urban tool?

European Urbanity - Up to the seventh edition of Europan a new and topical theme was fixed for each new round of the competition. As of Europan 8 one umbrella theme has been applied when searching for sites for the competition. This theme is "European Urbanity". Although the typology of the towns and cities that participate in Europan differ markedly, the previous rounds have demonstrated that European towns and cities face similar problems. Put succinctly it relates to "urbanity", the urban context of towns and cities.
In each round the problems of the participating sites are analysed, connections sought and sub-themes identified.

Time Schedule - Because the competition is organised once every two years, the time schedule for the coming years is already fixed.

· Even years (spring to winter): preparation of competition (collecting sites. etc.) 

· Uneven years (spring): start of competition and national information market 

· Uneven years (autumn): submission of plans 

· Uneven years (winter): adjudication 

· Even years (spring): announcement of winners, award ceremony, exhibition; national and international completion of current competition round.

Realisation of Ideas - Some seventy European sites are put forward every two years, five of which on average are in the Netherlands. The municipalities and clients that make a site available endorse the objectives of Europan by signing a letter of intent, such as giving an assignment to the winner. 
Thanks to progressive clients and the support of municipalities, a large number of architectural firms have been established by young architects as a result of the Europan competition. 
In the meantime projects have been completed in Arnhem, Amsterdam-Noord, Zaanstad Zaanwerf and Zaaneiland, Nijmegen, Den Bosch, Amsterdam Osdorp, Groningen and Haarlem as the result of one of the Europan competitions.
	Session Europan 8– a European competition for urban planning and architecture with subsequent construction – was launched on 7 March 2005 on the theme “European urbanity and strategic projects”. 

European Urbanity - Up to the seventh edition of Europan a new and topical theme was fixed for each new round of the competition. As of Europan 8 one umbrella theme has been applied when searching for sites for the competition. This theme is "European Urbanity". Although the typology of the towns and cities that participate in Europan differ markedly, the previous rounds have demonstrated that European towns and cities face similar problems. Put succinctly it relates to "urbanity", the urban context of towns and cities.
In each round the problems of the participating sites are analysed, connections sought and sub-themes identified.
74 european cities propose for the 8th session urban fragments in mutation. They are classified by topics making them more understandable and comparable by families. They are presented on printable documents in synthetic files or on one page or on pdf developing the documents. It is possible to find them classified by topics or located on the European map.
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	Europan - In a collaboration of, on 

Session EUROPAN 9: European Urbanity, Sustainable City and New Public Spaces

EUROPEAN URBANITY, SUSTAINABLE CITY AND NEW PUBLIC SPACES
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The objective of Europan is to bring to the fore Europe’s young architecture and urban design professionals, and to publicise and develop their ideas. Its objective is also to help cities and developers which have provided sites to find innovative architectural and urban solutions for the transformation of urban locations.

The Europan theme acts both as a stimulus and unifying factor for projects of ideas but also as a vector line in the search for competition sites.

 

 

EUROPEAN URBANITY: HALF SOCIAL, HALF SPATIAL
 

The generic theme of Europan 9 – European urbanity – specifically involves collaboration with the towns and urban developers in the organising countries. Indeed, the ultimate aim of the European vision of the city is to make society, in other words to bring together people of all conditions and origins. However, the dominant trend towards individualization, the quest for autonomy, cannot be ignored. This is precisely the contradiction that Europan addresses: on the one hand wanting the city – i.e animation, communal life, people – and on the other side wanting intimacy, privacy, home and the immediate circle. 

Urbanity can be defined as a shared way of experiencing the city and its functions but also as a way of envisaging city space on an urban and architectural scale to create the conditions for people to come together in communal places: public space. Urbanity also encourages thinking about the forms of public space by re-placing them in their local and environmental context.

 

PUBLIC SPACE: MEANINGS, CHALLENGES AND LIMITS
 

Before formulating the common criteria of the Europan sites around the theme, it is important to try to define what makes urbanity, i.e. a certain way of envisaging public space. In urban societies, public space represents all the through-spaces appropriable by all and by everyone directly accessible, without restrictions if are respected the rules of use, established by the public authority.

It forms the spatial structure that links together private plots, that facilitates or codifies the relations between them, commerce, the expression of community life and of certain forms of freedom and conflict. As a structure, it determines the development of the city and adapts to the site with the streets and infrastructures network.

Urban public space is also a locus of public power: general organisation of the city, urban infrastructures and symbolic or monumental operations.

Sometimes or necessarily opposed to power, it is also a locus of freedoms, of expression, of appropriation, of identification… Urban public space is strongly imprinted with local lifestyles and activities. This imprint takes many forms: the atmosphere, colour and decorations of the street, markets, communal activities (terraces, stalls, games, etc.) largely protect the social status and anonymity of everyone, with a wide variety of possibilities in cities.

The explicit use of the concept of public space is relatively recent and its modern meaning – as a particular space – dates back to the second half of the 20th century. These days, we tend to think of it as a type of space that has a certain number of specific features: an empty space in tension between elements of urban fabric; space of mediation, vehicle of social life. Dynamic space containing the values, symbols and signs of urban life, it is a space to welcome the possible ones and plural practices.

A place of alliance and peace but also of conflict and insecurity, public space is governed by certain rationality, organisation, but can also awaken the imagination, facilitate daydreaming. So public space is at the same time that of the everyday, the festive or the playful.

The questions raised by this attempt are: 

· Where does public space start and where does it stop?  We can start by thinking about its boundary with private space? 

·  Can neighbourhood and local spaces be seen as part of the public domain when their use is restricted to a specific community of users? 

· Can we use the term public space for the new communal spaces – such as shopping malls, cultural and leisure centres, stations and airports – which have become important elements of the urban project, but where commercial space takes precedence over public space? 

· What status can public space have in the space of the “diffuse” city - a “networked” city - at a time when the issues of the sustainable city oblige to reformulate the question of urban public space in terms of stratification – main characteristic of the European cities?  Does European public space – caught as it is between these two aspects of the city, still generate urban identity? 

 

SUSTAINABLE CITY AND SITE CRITERIA
 

Designing urbanity-creating projects that link in with the status of public space means rethinking it in the context of sustainable urban development, i.e. development that does not damage the environment but incorporates it into the process of change.

While projects need to take account of technical environmental performance (air quality, noise, water quality, microclimate, etc.), it is above all on the urban scale, in the programmatic frameworks associated with the sites in the competition, that qualitative requirements on urban space need to be formulated.

 

Mobilities and diversity of travel

These days, the goal of regulating car use and encouraging a diversity of travel methods is an essential part of the quest for urban quality of life. 

Densities, morphology and open spaces

Preventing city sprawl consuming natural areas is an important goal of sustainable development. This very often means increasing construction density. The other side of the coin is the need, within the city, to create or to enhance communal open spaces where nature is present in the city. Managing the land in such a way as to achieve this also means increasing construction density while still establishing openings onto these open spaces.

 

Multifunctionality and intensity

The functionalist city used urban zoning to create a separation of functions. This policy encouraged urban sprawl and a growth in mobility’s to travel from one zone to another. Today, the goal of sustainable development is to promote a functional mix in order to reduce travel distances and facilitate social interactivity. How can residential neighborhoods become more urban through a greater diversity of uses? 

 

Private space/public space

Whilst the city is the product of a multitude of private initiatives, these need to be able to coalesce around the public domain. The consumerist city of today tends to focus on the private and commercial dimension and private investment to the detriment of the communal dimension and public property.  

 

CALENDER

 

 

Research of sites

May-October 2006

 

Forum of sites

November 2006

 

Launch date of the competition
(consultation of Web site including theme, rules, presentation of sites proposed for the session) : 29 January 2007

 

Closing date for registration
28 June 2007

 

Questions
A Forum will be available between January 2007 and April 2007. The answers grouped will be put on the Web site at the latest in May 2007. 

 

Closing date for submission of entries
28 June 2007

 

Closing date for receipt of entries sent by express delivery services or by post
23 July 2007.

 

Short-listing of entries by the national juries
September-October 2007

 

Forum of Cities and juries

November 2007

 

Final selection of the proposals by national juries
December 2007

 

Announcement of results
January 2008

 

International presentation of results:
June 2008

 

 

PROCEDURE AND EVENTS
 

 

On the basis of the generic theme of “European urbanity”, associated to site criteria, let the European cities propose corresponding urban sites, pre-selected by the national structures. A rather long period of time, starting at some point during the previous session, would be devoted to this work. From May to October 2006.

 

On the base of that National pre-selection, the Scientific Committee defines a first classification by thematic families of sites (September 2006).

 

Starting with these thematic groups of sites, debates among EUROPAN partners, site representatives, juries, and young architects are articulated during the different European events that structure the session:

· In November 2006, a Sites Seminar offers the occasion to create a debate on these thematic sites groups, led by organisers, sites representatives and experts. Reflection would be conducted in different workshops, one per site category. It must enable to better precise or to compare the goals of the sites and the programmatic frames before being presented on the European Internet site. The launching events are organised at national level.  

· From January to June 2007, the Conception phase for the candidates is conducted in one phase leading to the submission of three panels and a file outlining the strategic reflection to the national structures of the country in which a site is located. 

· From August to November 2007, the judgement procedure is made by National juries in two different phases, with a large foreign participation. Site representatives would, however, not take part directly in the judgement. During its first meeting, each national jury would select a maximum of 20% of the submitted projects on the basis of the quality of the ideas they embody. 

· In November 2007, the Cities and Juries Forum deepens and fine-tunes the thematic reflection conducted during the previous phase in the light of the pre-selected projects. This reflection would also be conducted in workshops, gathering the sites representative and the jury members in order bring the work forward. 

· National juries meet a second time to choose the winning projects and runner-ups. 

· In June 2008, the Results Forum can also serve as an occasion for the same participants to analyse the contents of the competition. 
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